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The Johnson House

Market Street

Salem City, Zalem County, New Jersey
Owner: The Freeholders of Salem bounty
Date of Erection: 18037

Architect:

Builder: ERobert G. Johnson

Present Condition: Excellent

Number of Stories: Two and one~half

Materisls of Construction: Foundation =~ stone
and brick

Exterior walls - brick
Interior walls - plaster
Inside brick chimneys

Roof ~ truncated gable
roof with dormers

Historical Dats:

Robert Gibhon Johnson was the son of
Robert Johnson, Esquire, of the "Netherlands" in
Mannington. He and his mother moved into Salem
after the death of their father in 1796 and lived
in the Alexander Grant House. In 1788 Robert
Johnson married Niss Hannah Carney of Penns Neck.
He had ample mesns and in 1807 built for himself
and wife the present house,
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Colonel Kobsrt G. Johnson, ag he
was generally called from the fact that he had
received = conmission as colonel of cavalry
from Governor Williamson in 1817, was a grad-
vate of Princeton College who devoted his l1life
to agricultursl pursuits. He was a member of
the State Leglslature and in his early manhood
went out with a reglment in the famous Vhiskey
Insurrection 1n Western Pennsylvania. He gave
the land for the establishment of the Flrst
Presbyterian Church in Zalem. He wrote and
published in his later years a volume called
An Hictorical Account of the First Settlement
of falem in VWest Jersey and was the first vice-
president of the New Jersey Historical Society
at ite establishment in 1845,

The house appears much the same on
the exterior as when 1t was buillt. Some changes
have been made in the interior; some of the
high mantelpieces of carved wood have been re-
moved and marble ones substituted. The orna-
mental woodwork of the hall has not been dis-
turhed and retains its original besuty.
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ing the offices."” Te also ecte fown smecific
specificetiones for the building. Hies rlans
called for s three etory piﬁition; however,
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Ceolenel Jonneon willed the nronerty
to Iis devanter Afnna L. fahbhe ll. He further
gtinvletaed that uson the desth of hie wire and
his'ﬂaughtsr she nronerty Lo o Lo his son
Johnson Tubhbell. In his will SQIOH(] Jonneon
stated thmt nie ”0°ccnd9nhh vere Lo "Torever
srezerve and retain" this ﬂTQ)Gr"'and Lo
"yemember thst this land hags heen in nosfegfsion
of thie Tamily since 1874", In enite of this,
his dourhber Anns snd hils son Jornnson sre
aronerty Lo tohert 4. Jonngon In 1866, ert
N TOPHQOﬁ willed the wronerty Lo hie wlie Jdulia
and Venry H. Lt orewsined sn the noszesslon
of hre Jobngons un®il 1922 when it wee sold
o Lountr of Jﬁlem.
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